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ANNEXURE ON BULLET POINTS 

CLASS: VIII 

SUBJECT: GEOGRAPHY 

 

 

CHAPTER 1: RESOURCES 

    

1. Anything that can be used to satisfy a need is called a resource. Example: Forest, Soil etc. 

2. Utility or usability makes an object a resource. 

3. Time and technology are two important factors that can change substances into resources. 

4.  People are the most important resource because it is their ideas, knowledge, inventions and discoveries  

           that lead to the creation of more resources. 

5. Resources are broadly classified into natural, human- made and human resources. 

6. Resources that are drawn from nature and used without much modification are called natural resources. 

7. Natural resources are classified into different types on the basis of the following: 

 Renewable: Resources which can get renewed. Example-wind, water etc. 

 Non- Renewable: Resources which cannot be renewed within the life span of a human being. 

Example: fossil fuels. 

8. The distribution of natural resources is unequal due to difference in the physical factors such as 

terrain, climate and altitude. 

9. Human resource refers to the number (quantity) and abilities (mental and physical) of the people. 

10. Education and health help in making people a valuable resource. 
 

11. Improving the quality of people’s skills so that they are able to create more resources is known as 

human resource development. 

12. Using resources carefully and giving them time to get renewed is called resource conservation. 

13. Carefully utilizing the resources and also conserving them for future is called sustainable development. 

14. People can conserve resources by reducing consumption, recycling and reusing things. 

15. Some principles of sustainable development are: 

 Respect and care for all forms of life 

 Improve the quality of human life 

 Conserve the earth’s vitality and diversity 

 Minimize the depletion of natural resources 

 Change personal attitudes and practices towards the environment 
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 Enable communities to care for their own environment.  

 

   

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

 RESOURCE: Anything that can be used to satisfy a need. Eg: Forest, Soil etc. 

 UTILITY: Usability. 

 VALUE: Worth. 

 PATENT: The exclusive right over any idea or invention. 

 TECHNOLOGY: The application of latest knowledge and skill in doing or making things. 

 TERRAIN : Relief or topography 

 ALTITUDE : Height 

 STOCK: Amount of resources available for use. 

 

      CHAPTER 2: LAND, SOIL, WATER, NATURAL VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES 

1. Land is one of the most important natural resources. 

2. The uneven distribution of population is due to varied characteristics of land and climate. 

3. Land is used for different purposes such as agriculture, forestry, mining, building houses, industries, 

etc. 

4. The use of land is determined by physical factors and human factors. 

5. The physical factors include topography, soil, climate, minerals and availability of water. 

6. Land is classified on the basis of ownership as private and community land. 

7. Community land used for community purpose is called common property resources. 

8. Land owned by the community for common uses like collection of fodder, fruits, nuts and medicinal 

herbs. 

9. The major threats to environment are land degradation, landslides, soil erosion, desertification, etc. 

10. Common methods used to conserve land resources are afforestation, land reclamation, regulated use 

of chemical pesticides and fertilizers, etc. 

11. Landslides are defined as mass movement of rocks, debris or earth down a slope. 

12. Mitigation techniques of landslides are: 

 Hazard mapping 

 Construction of retention walls 

 Increase in vegetation cover 

 Proper surface drainage control 
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13. Soil is the topmost layer of the earth surface composed of organic matter, minerals and weathered 

rocks. 

14. The factors of soil formation are parent rock, climate, topography, organic matter and time. 

15. Degradation of soil is caused by both natural and human factors (deforestation, overgrazing, overuse 

of chemical fertilizers, rainwash, landslides, floods etc.) 

16. Some soil conservation methods are – 

 Mulching: Covering the ground with organic matter to prevent soil erosion. 

 Intercropping: Growing of different crops in alternative rows. 

 Shelter belts: Rows of trees planted together to prevent wind erosion. 

 Contour barrier: Barriers made up of stones, grass, soil, etc. along contours. 

 Terrace farming: Terraces are made on the steep slopes to prevent surface runoff and to grow 

crops. 

 Contour ploughing: Ploughing parallel to the contours of a hillslope. 

 Rock dam: Rocks are piled up to slow down the flow of water. 

17. Three- fourth of the earth surface is covered with water but only 1% of fresh water is available for 

use. 

18. The total volume of water over the earth surface remains constant. 

19. Causes of water scarcity are:  

 Variation in seasonal and annual precipitation  

 Over- exploitation and contamination of water sources. 

 Increasing population 

 Rising demand for food and cash crops 

 Urbanization and rising standard of living 

20. Discharge of untreated sewage, agricultural chemicals and industrial effluents are the major 

contaminants of water bodies. 

21. Methods to conserve the water bodies- 

 Forest help in replenishing underground water. 

 Water harvesting helps in saving surface runoff. 

 Sprinklers and drip irrigation methods also help in conserving water. 

22. A narrow zone of contact between lithosphere, hydrosphere and atmosphere is biosphere. 

23. The inter-relation and inter-dependence between the living beings and with their surroundings is the 

ecosystem. 
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24. Vegetation and wildlife are valuable resources.  

25. Plants provide timber, fruits, medicines, give shelter to animals, produce oxygen we breathe, protect soil 

for growing crops, etc.  

26. Animals provide us milk, meat, wool, honey, help in pollination of flowers, act as decomposers,etc. 

27. The major vegetation types are forests, grasslands, scrubs and tundra. 

28. The forests are broadly classified as evergreen and deciduous on the basis of time for shedding their 

leaves. 

29. Deforestation, soil erosion, forest fire, constructional activities, tsunami and landslides are the factors 

responsible extinction of species. 

30. National Parks, wildlife sanctuaries and biosphere reserves are made to protect natural vegetation and 

wildlife. 

31. In India, killing lions, tigers, deers, great Indian bustards and peacocks is illegal. 

 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

 RUGGED: Undulating 

 TOPOGRAPHY: Relief 

 SUSCEPTIBLE: Vulnerable 

 LAND USE: Different uses of land. 

 SOIL EROSION : Removal of the top soil 

 PARENT ROCK: also referred to as substratum, refers to the original rock from which soil is formed. 

 DESERTIFICATION: Land degradation leading to expansion of arid regions due to climate change 

and human activities 

 AFFORESTATION : Growing of trees in large numbers 

 HAZARD MAPPING: Locating the disaster prone areas on map. 

 ORGANIC: Flora, fauna and micro-organisms 

 SOIL PROFILE: Layers of soil 

 OVERGRAZING : Grazing for a longer period of time 

 NATURAL VEGETATION: The flora which grows without any human interference. 

 PRECIPITATION: The phenomenon in which the water vapour comes to the earth surface.eg.    

rainfall, snowfall, etc. 

 HABITABLE : Suitable for living. 

 WATER HARVESTING: Collection and storage of water. 

 GRASSLAND: The areas having main vegetation as grass. 

 FORESTRY: Managing and conserving the forests to meet the needs of people. 
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 HUMUS: The organic matter in the soil. 

 TEXTURE: Relative content of particles of various sizes. 

 PERMEABILITY: Property of a material to allow another substance to pass through it. 

 WEATHERING: The breaking up and decay of exposed rocks due to physical and human factors. 

 DEFORESTATION: Large-scale cutting of trees 

 ICE SHEET: Thick sheet of ice covering extensive regions. Example- Antarctica, Greenland etc. 

 SURFACE RUN- OFF: The flow of water that occurs when excess rainwater or meltwater flows over 

the earth surface. 

 RAIN WATER HARVESTING: The process of collecting rain water from rooftops and directing it to 

an appropriate location where it is stored for future use. 

 DISCHARGE: To release. 

 EFFLUENTS: Liquid waste or sewage discharged into a river or sea 

 SEEPAGE: The slow escape of a liquid or gas through porous material. 

 DRIP IRRIGATION: The process of providing water directly to the roots. 

 MOISTURE: The amount of water vapour present in the air. 

 TRANSPIRATION: The process where plants absorb water through the roots and give off water   

vapour through the pores in their leaves. 

 EVERGREEN FORESTS: These trees shed their leaves at different times of the year. As a result, they 

always appear green. Eg: Mahogany, Rosewood and Ebony. 

 DECIDUOUS FORESTS: They shed their leaves at a particular time of the year. Eg: Sal, Teak, 

Shisham, Peepal and Neem. 

 EXTINCTION: The process of eliminating. 

 POACHING : Illegal killing of animals 

 NATIONAL PARK : A natural area designated to protect the ecological integrity of one or more 

                  Ecosystems for the present and future generations 

 BIOSPHERE RESERVE: Series of protected areas linked through a global network, intended to 

demonstrate the relationship between conservation and development. 

 WILDLIFE SANCTUARY: A naturally occurring sanctuary, such as an island, that provides 

protection for species from hunting, predation or competition, it is a protected area, a geographic 

territory within which wildlife is protected. 

******************* 


